Growing in Faith/The diakonia™ Program

INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
COURSE GUIDE
COURSE DESCRIPITION:  The goals of this course are to understand the gospel message as revealed in the New Testament (NT), to explore the life and faith of the Christian church in the first century, to understand how the Bible came down to us in its present form, and to understand and use a variety of tools for interpreting the Bible.  Throughout the course students will reflect on how the New Testament Gospel has shaped our Christian lives.   

COURSE PURPOSE:  To gain insight into the lives of those who first lived and loved the words of Jesus by viewing the NT as a collection of living witnesses that inform our faith and lives today. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completing this course, participants should be better able to:
1. Grasp the Jewish, Hellenistic, and Roman contexts within which the NT message and books 

developed and were written and disseminated.

2. Understand the content and development of Christian faith and life in the first century


Church as reflected in the canonical books of the NT.
3. Gain insight into how text of the NT was transmitted and the canon of the NT came to be.

4. Grasp, with enlightened minds of twenty-first century Christians, first century biblical 
understanding and interpretation of the writings that came to be included in the NT.

5. Reflect on how the gospel, as presented in the NT, has shaped our Christian lives. 

6. Bring to life the first century Biblical witness in such a way that it has an impact on the hearts 
and actions of twenty-first century Christians.
7. More confidently prepare biblical devotions. 
PRIMARY TEXT:
A study Bible, preferably the New Revised Standard Version.  
RECOMMENDED TEXTS:  

Erlander, Daniel.  Manna and Mercy (Chapters 9-16).  Author/Minneapolis, MN:  Augsburg Fortress, 


1992.  (Plus Fred Reklau’s corrections)1
Theissen, Gerd.  Fortress Introduction to the New Testament (Tr. John Bowden).  Minneapolis, MN:  


Fortress, 2003.

OPTIONAL TEXTS:

Harris, Stephen L.  The New Testament:  A Student's Introduction (9th ed.).  Boston:  McGraw-Hill 

Education, 2020.  [You may use an earlier edition to lower student cost.]
Powell, Mark Allan.  Introducing the New Testament:  A Historical, Literary, and Theological Survey (2nd ed.).  Grand Rapids, MI:  BakerAcademic, 2018.2
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND AIDS:  

Cahill, Thomas.  Desire of the Everlasting Hills:  The World Before and After Jesus.  New York:  


Nan A. Talese/Anchor Books, 2001.

Charpentier, Etienne.  How to Read the New Testament.  New York:  Crossroad, 1989.

Chilton, Bruce, & Good, Diedre.  Studying the New Testament:  A Fortress Introduction.  Minneapolis, 


MN:  Fortress, 2009.
Hooker, Morna.  Studying the New Testament.  Minneapolis, MN:  Augsburg, 1979.

Knowles, Andrew.  The Bible Guide.  Minneapolis, MN:  Augsburg, 2001.

Lose, David.  Making Sense of Scripture.  Minneapolis, MN:  Augsburg Fortress, 2009.

Nienhuis, David R.  A Concise Guide to Reading the New Testament:  A Canonical Introduction.  Grand 


Rapids, MI:  BakerAcademic, 2018.

1A free leader’s guide for six-week adult study (adjustable) of Manna and Mercy. written by Pastor Mary Lindberg, is available at <http://www.mannaandmercy.org/study-guides/adult-study-guide.html>.
2A companion website <www.IntroductionNT.com> to the Powell text can be used to enhance the use 


of that text or as supplemental materials with other texts. 
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