Growing in Faith/The diakonia™ Program

LUTHERAN CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS
COURSE GUIDE
COURSE DESCRIPITION:  This course provides an analysis of the historical context and theological content of the Book of Concord (the Lutheran Confessions) with an eye to establishing the 
importance of its witness for Christian mission and ministry.   

COURSE PURPOSE:  To gain an understanding of the chief theological positions of the Book of 
Concord in their historical setting in order to apply them to the life of the Lutheran Christian today. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  Upon completing this course, participants will:

1. Better understand the historical context that gave rise to the writings that were assembled 

into the Book of Concord.
2. Be familiar with the content and chief theological positions of the Book of Concord, especially 
those contained in the Ecumenical Creeds, the Augsburg Confession, the Small Catechism, and 
the Smalcald Articles.

3. Be able to apply these new insights to their current situation and setting, both personally and in 
their local congregation.

PRIMARY TEXT:
The Book of Concord:  The Confessions of the Evangelical Church.*  

RECOMMENDED TEXTS:  

Gassmann, Günther, & Hendrix, Scott.  Fortress Introduction to the Lutheran Confessions.  

Minneapolis, MN:  Fortress, 1999.  ISBN:  0800631625 
RECOMMENDED VIDEOS:  

Rick Steves:  Luther and the Reformation (55+ min.)

https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/video/tv-show/tv-specials/luther
and/or
The Protestant Reformation (8:11 + 11:14 + 8:16 + 9:41 min.)

Essay and videos by Dr. Steven Zucker & Dr. Beth Harris
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/suny-arthistory2/chapter/introduction-to-the-protestant-reformation/
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:  
Bainton, Roland H.  Here I stand:  A Life of Martin Luther.  New York:  Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1950.


(Reprinted Hendrickson, 2009).

Bainton, Roland H.  The Reformation of the Sixteenth Century (Enlarged ed.).  Boston:  Beacon, 1985.

González, Justo L.  The Story of Christianity:  The Early Church to the Present Day (One-Volume 1st ed.).  Peabody, MA:  Prince, 1994, especially Vol. One, Chapters 31c (pp. 311-319), 33-34 (pp. 342-374); Vol. Two, Chapters 1-2 (pp. 6-28), 4-20 (pp. 38-184).  (2nd ed. available in two volumes:  

HarperOne, 2010)  

Gritsch, Eric W., & Jenson, Robert W.  Lutheranism:  The Theological Movement and Its Confessional 

Writings.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1976.

Killinger, Keith.  “Whose Supper Is It?”  In Peter Vethanayagamony & Kenneth Sawyer (eds.), Subject to None, Servant of All:  Essays in Christian Scholarship in Honor of Kurt Karl Hendel 

(Minneapolis, MN:  Lutheran University Press), pp. 123-130.

Kittelson, James M.  Luther the Reformer:  The Story of the Man and His Career.  Minneapolis:  

Augsburg, 1986.

Marty, Martin.  Martin Luther:  A Life.  New York:  Viking, 2004  (paperback:  Penguin, 2008).
Wengert, Timothy.  A Formula for Practice:  Using the Formula of Concord in Congregations.  Grand


Rapids, MI:  Wm. B. Eerdmans, 2006.
Stjerna, Kirsi.  Lutheran Theology:  A Grammar of Faith.  New York:  T&T Clark, 2021.

Swanson, Mark.  “A ‘Radical Incarnational Perspective’ and the Poetry of the Mystery of Christ:  Fragments for Kurt Hendel.”  In Peter Vethanayagamony & Kenneth Sawyer (eds.), Subject to None, Servant of All:  Essays in Christian Scholarship in Honor of Kurt Karl Hendel (Minneapolis, 

MN:  Lutheran University Press), pp. 156-165 (especially pp. 156-middle of 159).

ADDITIONAL VIDEOS:  

History 101: Protestant Reformation (4+ min.)
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/video/history-101-protestant-reformation/
The Protestant Reformation Explained (ca. 4 min.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7x7y2qqtaq8
Luther and the Protestant Reformation: Crash Course World History (15 min.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1o8oIELbNxE&vl=en
Reformation Rock Video (3:45 min.)

https://lutheranreformation.org/resources/for-teachers/reformation-rock-video/
A Fun, Animated History of the Reformation and the Man Who Started It All (4:55 min.)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhGGjRjvq7w
*Borrow from your pastor or church library or purchase/acquire one of the following:

Kolb, Robert, & Wengert, Timothy.  (Eds.).  The Book of Concord:  The Confessions of the 

Evangelical Church (Trans. Charles Arand, et al.).  Minneapolis, MN:  Fortress, 2000.
Tappert, Theodore.  (Ed. & Trans.).  The Book of Concord:  The Confessions of the Evangelical 

Church.  Philadelphia:  Fortress, 1959.
A 1921 translation, taken from F. Bente & W. H. T. Dau (Eds. & Trans.), Triglot Concordia:  The Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church:  German-Latin-English (St. Louis:  


Concordia Publishing House, 1921), is also available online at 


<http://www.bookofconcord.org> or <http://bookofconcord.org/pdf/TrigBOC.pdf>.
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